SIR EVERARD DIGBY
[Born 1578. Conspirator. His father died when he was fourteen
and his wardship was purchased from the Crown by Roger Manners,
who sold it at an advanced price to young Digby's mother. The
heir to large estates and connected with many of the greatest families
in England, he soon appeared at Court, where he was appointed to an
office in the Household. But he spent the greater part of his time
in the country, hunting and hawking. In 1596 he married a great
heiress. He was converted to Catholicism at Court by John Gerard
in 15 99, and his wife and mother soon followed his example. When
James I came to England, Digby was among the gathering which
welcomed the King at Belvoir Castle and he received the honour of
knighthood there, but the Catholics were disappointed by James I
and Digby joined the Gunpowder Plot. His task was to prepare for
a rising in the Midlands, when the catastrophe should have been
brought about, and it was settled that he should invite a large number
of the disaffected gentry to meet him at Dunchurch in Warwickshire
to join in a hunt, when, it was rumoured, strange news might be
expected. This gathering was fixed for jth November, 1605, but
was not a success and quickly dissolved when some of the plotters
arrived from London with news of their failure. Fleeing to Holbeach
House in Gloucestershire, the conspirators determined to sell their
lives dearly, but Sir Everard deserted them, only to be captured some
days later. He was tried in Westminster Hall and was executed on
Thursday, 3oth June, 1606.]
S
IR EVERARD DIGBY was a most gallant Gentleman and
one of the handsomest men of his time.
'Twas his ill fate to suffer in the Powder-plott.   When
his heart was pluct out by the Executioner (who, secundum
formam, cryed, Here is the heart of a Traytor 1) it is credibly
reported, he replied, Thou liest!
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